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As part of their Sixth Form studies and A level Citizenship course Mr 

Dunnington arranged a visit to the Palace of Westminster and a meeting 

with Mark Garnier, MP for Wyre Forest. Also invited to take part in the visit 

were  Mr Carwithen and the Year 11 students studying GCSE History. 

The coach journey to London started at 7.30am as the group had to be at 

Parliament by 11am.  After  completing security arrangements the party 

assembled in Westminster Hall, the oldest part of the building, completed in 

1099; Barack Obama met the members of the Lords and the Commons there 

last year.  Parliamentary guide, Elizabeth, greeted the students and led the 

two hour tour; she had incredible knowledge of the history of the Palace of 

Westminster and was a fountain of political anecdotes to both entertain and 

educate the group.  The students were given an extensive tour of both the House of Lords and the House of 

Commons; they were able to see where the Queen robes for the State 

Opening of Parliament and where MPs go to vote on the Bills under debate. 

During their tour they were able to see MPs around the corridors getting 

prepared for the afternoon debate; including Dennis Skinner and Menzies 

Campbell.  Lord Digby-Jones and Sir Michael Grade were also evident. 

At the end of the tour Mark Garnier met the students in the Central Lobby, 

the heart of our democracy in action where people can exercise their right to 

lobby their MP. The students questioned Mr Garnier on his role as MP for 

Wyre Forest and on the business of Parliament. They were most interested in 

his views on student university fees. 

After the visit to Parliament the party split into two for the late afternoon 

activities.  Mr Carwithen took the A level  and GCSE students to view the Wartime Cabinet Offices.  This is an 

interactive exhibition retelling the events of World War II but also questioning the students on their studies of 

Winston Churchill. 

Mr Dunnington took the rest of the party on a tour of Whitehall.  They visited the Cenotaph; 10 Downing Street 

and Horseguards Parade.  The weather in the afternoon was below zero so the walk down the Mall had to be 

abandoned in favour of time in Trafalgar Square and the National Gallery. Whilst crossing the road in Trafalgar 

Square the group had a near miss as Sir Alan Sugar’s Rolls Royce drove across the zebra crossing!!! 

The groups came together at 5pm for an evening meal at the Bistro in Covent Garden— a long day, but the next 

day in school both teachers were greeted by the students with their thanks for a most exhilarating educational visit.  

Mr Dunnington has also arranged for Lord Faulkner of Worcester to visit the school on Friday 3 March to meet 

students in Year 10 –13 studying Citizenship GCSE and A level.  
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Dates for your diary 
HALF TERM  

Monday 13 February—Friday 17 February 

 

Monday 20 February 

School re-opens 

Wednesday 22 February 

Years 6—13 Target setting and review day. 

Friday 24 February 

Year 5 Whole School Assembly 8.45am 

—Concert Hall, parents and friends welcome 

Newsletter written and compiled by Mr. M. Dunnington. 

Cover designed by Sixth Form student Vicky Tyler 

Leadership Day 
Students in the Senior School took 

part in an activity day at Upton 

Warren.  This was organised by 

Head Girl, Faith as part of her 

leadership role. Activities included 

rock climbing, Jacob’s Ladder and 

crawling through an underground 

maze.  The weather was sub-zero so 

water activities had to be abandoned.  

Throughout the day the students were given tasks that 

could only be achieved by working as a team.  These 

involved moving tyres, orienteering exercises and a low 

ropes course. 

A really splendid day of activities and the camaraderie 

really came to the fore. 

Many thanks to Faith for organising a day that will be a 

lasting memory for all who took part. 

Sports Report 

Swimming 

Gala v St Martins (Solihull) and Kingsley School (Leamington Spa) 

Year 5 

HTIS 37 points  Kingsley 26 points  St Martins 20 points  St Martins B 10 points 

Year 6 

HTIS 22 points  Kingsley 29 points  St Martins 29 points  St Martins B 16 points 

Year 7 

HTIS 26 points   Kingsley 16 points  St Martins 37 points  St Martins B 16 points 

Year 8 

HTIS 33 points  Kingsley 19 points  St Martins 30 points  St Martins B 11 points 

Year 9 

HTIS 20 points  Kingsley 31 points  St Martins 35 points 

 

Well done to all competitors— 

a really high standard of swimming, the races were very close and difficult to judge. 

Geography Association 
Mr Jackson selected six Year 10 students to take part in a Gifted and 

Talented Conference in Dudley.   

The event is organised by the local Geographical Association. The 

keynote speaker was Jo Gambi.  She has climbed, with her husband, 

the highest mountain peak in all seven continents.  She has also skied 

to both the North and South Pole. 

The day also involved a question and answer session and our students 

had the opportunity to meet Mrs Gambi and she was able to share her 

personal experiences with them. 

Many thanks to Mr Jackson for organising this special opportunity to 

meet a real adventurer. 

Congratulations to Mr Brunt, Head of Prep.  He took part 

in a Radio Wyvern quiz, “Head to Head”.  This is only 

for teachers and Mr Brunt got through to the final round. 

He was questioned on sport and was crowned champion 

of the week.  His prize was a free-pass for 35 pupils to 

visit the Safari Park later this term. 


